WALTZING MATILDA - Australian Patriotic Song

Once a jolly swagman camped by a billabong,
Under the shade of a Coolibah tree,

He sang as he watched and waited till his billy boil,
"You'll come a Waltzing Matilda with me."

Chorus: ""Waltzing Matilda, Waltzing Matilda,

You'll come a Waltzing Matilda with me."

And he sang as he watched and waited till his billy boil,
"You'll come a Waltzing Matilda with me."

Down came a jumbuck to drink at that billabong;

Up jumped the swagman and grabbed him with glee,
And he sang as he shoved that jumbuck in his tucker bag,
"You'll come a Waltzing Matilda with me."

Chorus: '""Waltzing Matilda, Waltzing Matilda,

You'll come a Waltzing Matilda with me."

And he sang as he shoved that jumbuck in his tucker bag,
"You'll come a Waltzing Matilda with me."

Up rode the squatter mounted on his thoroughbred;

Up rode the troopers: one, two, three:

""Whose that jolly jumbuck you've got in your tucker bag?
You'll come a Waltzing Matilda with me."

Chorus: '""Waltzing Matilda, Waltzing Matilda,

You'll come a Waltzing Matilda with me.

With that jolly jumbuck that you've got in your tucker bag,
You'll come a Waltzing, you scoundrel, with me."

Up jumped the swagman, sprang into the billabong:
"You'll never take me alive," said he.

And his ghost may be heard as you pass by that billabong -
"You'll come a Waltzing Matilda with me."

Chorus: ""Waltzing Matilda, Waltzing Matilda,
You'll come a Waltzing Matilda with me."

His ghost may be heard as you pass by the billabong -
"You'll come a Waltzing Matilda with me."

The title is Australian slang for travelling on foot with one's belongings, waltzing, in a "Matilda" (swag) slung over
one's back.2 The song narrates the story of an itinerant worker, or "swagman", making a drink of tea at a bush camp
and capturing a sheep to eat. A billy is a small metal can used for boiling water over an open fire.

Billabong is a branch of a river forming a backwater or stagnant pool, made by water flowing from the main stream
during a flood.




